
 
 

BOARD MEETING OF THE PORTSMOUTH PARTNERSHIP  
November 18, 2024, 12:00 PM  

Bloom Coworking  
MINUTES  

 
DIRECTORS: Dr. Valarie Burge-Hall, Donald Comer, Camille Cherry, Marko Frigelj, Jay 
Grant, Stephen Genther, Max Greenhood, Herbert A. Haneman, Dr. Bobbie Hansel-Union, 
Dr. Angela Reddix, Stehpen Heretick, Ryan Kenrick, Stephen Korving, Fred Pasquine, 
Melissa Ramsey, Kendra Robinson, Hope Sinclair, Will Taylor, Rob Wilber, Jim Cullen, 

Shane Knisley 
 
Staff: Michelle Wren, Liz Pasqualini, Shina Madison 
 
EX-OFFICIOS: Brian Donahue, Shannon Glover, Senator Louise Lucas, Lauren Nolasco 
 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
President Max Greenhood called the meeting to order. 
 

II. WELCOME & INTRODUCTION OF SPEAKERS 
Aazia (“Aaz”) Mrozinski presented the Hampton Roads Bridge-Tunnel Regional 
Landmark Initiative. A project that has been underway for about a year and a half. 
The mission aims to create a cohesive and unified way for Hampshire Roads to 
anchor the regional narrative. Aaz highlighted the potential economic impact of this 
project, including job creation, increased revenue, and higher real estate values. The 
project includes a temporary public art installation and a global call for artists for the 
structure on the bridge itself. The goal is to raise funds privately and not tax the 
taxpayers anymore for the bridge. The project is expected to take 3 to 4 years to 
complete. 
 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A motion was made and seconded to approve October 7th minutes. The motion 
carried with no discussion.  

 
IV. REPORTS 

 
Legislative Update     Senator Louise Lucas
 Senator Lucas discussed her recent meetings with Chesapeake and Portsmouth 
City Councils regarding their legislative packages for the 2025 General Assembly 
session. She highlighted the potential for a lot of budget items and her involvement in 
the Governor's request for federal assistance to offset damages from Hurricane 
Helena. Senator also mentioned her work on cross-pollination efforts between 
Chesapeake and Norfolk's interests, particularly in relation to the Crime Center. She 



 
noted her role as chair of the finance and appropriation committee and the large 
budget items they will be handling, including the Williams Farm project. Lastly, she 
mentioned the introduction of a 100 million dollar budget for toll relief, with 
eligibility criteria including residency and outstanding toll bills.   
  

  
 
City of Portsmouth     Mayor Shannon Glover 
 
Mayor Glover mentioned his recent attendance at a National League of Cities 
Conference in Tampa, Florida, and the upcoming legislative meeting with legislators. 
He expressed excitement about the new council and the progress they are making, 
particularly in affordable housing and crime reduction.  
 
Economic Development      Brian Donahue 
 

Brian shared about the Eastern Virginia regional industrial finance authority, which 
allows for cost sharing and participation in industrial projects. He announced the 
groundbreaking of the first large project in the innovation district, a 50-unit affordable 
housing community. 
 
PDF – Bloom       Michelle Wren 
 

 Michelle  reported that the training and conference rooms had 51 bookings for 
October, generating about $2,300 in revenue. The bloom market was doing well, with 
gross revenue at $2,000 and 236 items sold. However, staffing remained a challenge, 
with the market still seeking at least one more part-time employee. Michelle also 
mentioned that the Eda had interest in funding the market for the next year. She 
further discussed the Bloom committee's plans, including the ribbon cutting for a new 
space and the potential for a mentorship opportunity.  
 
Education                               Lauren Nolasco 
Lauren reported great things that are happening from the school division. They had 
their 1st ever division wide college fair just 3 weeks ago, where more than 65 
colleges and universities from across the country. The school district is meeting the 
needs of our military connected students and families.  Now, 15 of our schools are 
Purple Star Designation. We have 19 total testing schools next year. Intending to add 
those last 4 to our cohort so that Portsmouth will a be a Purple Star Division by 2025. 
The Education Committee had a meeting and discussed the course partnership 
playing a bigger role with the division's youth entrepreneurship program. 
 
LEFCOE Leadership Development    Don Comer 

Lefcoe has selected 32 participants for the 2025 class, and we have a wait list for next 
year as well. There was a total of 47 applicants. Don shared that each applicant had a 
breadth and depth of their professional backgrounds and personal interests as 



 
volunteer activities is just really stunning. So they had to have a hard stop on the 
number accepted into the in the program.   
 
Maritime Committee      Fred Pasquine 
     
Fred discussed his experience attending the International WorkBoat Show in New 
Orleans, highlighting the Maritime Administration's annual grant program for small 
shipyards, which distributes $8 to $20 million across the United States. 
 
Nominating Committee      Ryan Kendrick 

No report 
 
OTBA        Andy Sutter 
Old Town recently experienced a highly successful series of events that brought 
significant community engagement and economic benefits. We hosted 3,000 visitors, 
with the art market organized by Kathy and Jim Collin being a major highlight. The 
market featured 65 vendors and was completely sold out, showcasing its popularity 
and success. Along with the Flea Market, which added 95 vendors, we had a total of 
160 vendors, generating substantial revenue for Old Town and supporting local arts 
and beautification initiatives. 
 
 

V. OLD BUSINESS 

Our efforts to enhance High Street have gained significant traction, particularly  
 through the Emerging Main Street program. After submitting our project book,  
 state representatives visited promptly, demonstrating strong interest in our  initiatives. 
 Their enthusiasm resulted in an expedited process for us, bypassing the first stage of the 
application and moving directly to the second stage, which  focuses on Mobilizing Main 
Street—a two-year incubator program aimed at revitalizing and enhancing Main Street 
communities. Application was submitted. 
       
VI.  NEW BUSINESS 

The Old Town Business Association to continue advocating for better 
enforcement of existing statutes and increased investment in crime prevention 
measures. 

 
 
VII.  Adjournment 
 The meeting was adjourned.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Shina Madison 


